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DANGER IN ADULTERATED MILK.

Chemists and Physicians Diseuss the Use of Formalin as a

Preservative,
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dealers who advertiss that thelr milk will
keep fresh [ 1 three to five days. The
chemlcsls necessary (o keep it sweel for
this length of time are powerful In netion
and all of them polsoncus to & gréaler or
less degrea.

Locally, there hins not been much ovi-
dence of milk sdulteration fur some months
past, and_ Milk lrnepsctor Helwig 2iys that
the clty's su as never mobe bountiful
or of better than at pressant.

“¥ had somo tr o with adulterants last
yoar,” he s=al kad to prosecule one
or two oo 1 expect more Lrouble
Jater on in the s<ason, when ilie pastures
£et poor, and t e ls a falling o in ‘he
supply. 1t is only when the =mupply 1s
short that the dealers go to the troubls and
expense of fixing mill. In ordinary times
i1 comes to them fresh, Is handled prompt-
iy, and everything goes well

do pot hesltats to stretch one galion Into
two by the addition of condensed milk and
water. They also want to kesp it as long
us possible, and use preservatives, Of
svurse wa are constantly on the alert, and,
as the dalries do not know when and how
we obtain samples of thelr milk, they nat-
urkily are o bit cautious.

“I have found only two samples of chem-
feally treated milk thia year, and both of
these wern doctursd by the farmers, who
shipped the cans to the local dairyman. 1
got the samples from the original cans:
und thoss t {armera got warnings that

3 keep them stralght for some
tima Lo cume

“l am convinced that litle, if any, doo-
tored milk Is belng sold In the city at pres-
ent. But, us I said before, we may look for
trouble of this kind later in the year, and
1 would advise every housekeéper to look
well into the question of milk, and be sure
is kept free from contamination
ufter it is dellversd to her.”

Mr. John Gelger, & well-known chemist
and speciniist In the adulteration of milk,
was asked to explain, for the benefit of Ra-
publie readers, what kinds of chemicals are

| used for preserving milk and thelr effect

|

i

on the human body. He sald:

“Most of thesa so-called preservatives, or
preservulines, as they ara known technical-
1y, are made from boracle or salicyclio acld
and are ensily detected by analysis. One of
the gimplest ways of discovering thelr pres-
ence in milk is by the addition of commer-
clal sulphuric acid. This test could easily
be made at home, or by the nelghborhood
druggist. 1f the milk shows a purple tinge
after the addition of the acld, it has been
tampered with; otherwise it takes on a
trownish e¢nlor, which Is natural.

“The presence of formalin may also be
detected - by the sulphuric acld -test, but
this s nelther so simple nor readlly ex-
plalned that the average reader would un-
derstand It

“Of the wvarious pressrvalines, formalin

' fa by far the most dangerous, and the deal-

er or producer who -uses It could hardly
be punlshed too severely. We have not car-
ried the testa far enough as yet to be abla
to ctate exsctly how the stomach is affect-

ed by milk trested with it; but we do know '

that small animals * like the gulnea-pig, the
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TIHE SEEDS CAME UP.
Frem Ol eckly.
pregared the emall garfen
3 deuply interested in his
& him. After he had
nd smoothed over the
arm to aceompany him te
i the way she asked:
fe geeds come up, Joha?™
i carrssingly on her shoul-
1 n sajd:
st them to come up st all,

n't?" gha excinimed, “Then why
have you gone 1o all that trooble?
With a simls that springs from superior
knowledge, he answered: “The seeds won't
but the plants and flowers will,
by a Y
Yot ho wos wrong; for his nelghbor’s hene
got ioto his garden, and the seeds did come
L - .
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